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Overview:  
This summer presents unique challenges and opportunities for learning engagement as many of our planned 
programs and other summer activities, including many camps, will now be transitioned to a remote learning and 
engagement format. Although a different experience than what has been planned and anticipated, these 
programs can still be a rewarding and fun experience for both facilitators and participants.  
 
SciArt Exchange is a Houston-based non-profit organization that fosters global communication, innovation and 
collaboration in space, science, and technology, using arts-integration programs. We are happy to announce our 
collaboration with Space Center Houston to offer a summer externship program with multiple tracks of 
participation for: 1) formal educators, 2) informal educators, and 3) entrepreneurs.  
 
In April and May, we ran the Design Your Habitat Campaign (https://www.sciartex.net/design-your-habitat.html) 
to support our global community in its time of need during social distancing. We hosted engaging, fun and 
positive STEAM-based activities, all related to our currently isolated and confined habitats on Earth and drawing 
parallels to those on space crafts, stations and outposts and offering positive perspectives and tips. The target 
audience was 13-18 year-olds and up. During the summer, we would like to provide additional activities for this 
age group and also younger students (at least 10-12, and possibly younger).  
 
To further assist summer program facilitators, we are inviting YOU to join the SciArt Exchange Summer 
Externship to develop and submit engaging lessons for use in informal education programs and independently 
by students. The developed art integrated activities on space exploration and other aspects of science and 
technology will be posted online on the SciArt Exchange Design Your Habitat webpages and thus be available to 
educators, students and parents across the globe for use during their summer activities and beyond, potentially 
even in formal classrooms when the school year resumes. SciArt Exchange will thus provide the foundational 
plans, participant assistance, and repository for these activities. 
 
In collaboration with Space Center Houston, formal educators can elect to receive professional development 
(PD) education credit hours, work with the Center’s associated mentors and subject matter experts, and other 
incentives as appropriate and available. PD credit is elective and not a requirement to contribute an informal 
activity for Phase 2.  

https://www.sciartex.net/design-your-habitat.html


 
Startups and entrepreneurs can satisfy their community outreach mission by creating content for the campaign 
and/or serving as mentors for educators participating in the externship. 
 
Goals:  

1. Increase a teachers' or other informal educators’ ability to use alternative informal curriculum planning 
lessons that can inspire them to think outside the box, connecting STEAM education theory and 
practice, and bringing an understanding of the power of blending science and art into the classroom, 
thus increasing the relevance of student learning. Contributors will also have the chance to support 
students worldwide during this time of greater social distancing. 

2. Facilitate community outreach by the startup community in Houston and around the globe, to create 
engaging “informal education materials” and to assist as mentors for educators creating education 
materials for the Design Your Habitat Phase 2 campaign.   

 
Important Dates: 
Registration of Intent to Create an Activity– No later than June 10th 2020 and sooner is strongly preferred 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oPA1vC-
bm6Etv1r8GoSNf2vJBOAgM2Df9mQGTZAKPhI/viewform?edit_requested=true 
  
Final Product Approval Date - June 26th  2020 

• A pre-plan must be approved before a draft product is created. 

• A draft product must be approved before the final product. 

• Allow 3 days for all stages of approval, including the final product (3rd stage). (Expedited approval only 
upon written request.)   
 

Release Date for DesignYourHabitat Phase 2 Activity Package – July 1st 2020  
 
Product/Outcome:  
Engaging informal activity in the form of demo video (including possibly very short and fun videos meant to 
motivate the students), pictures with instructions, audio recording, handouts, apps, etc. to fit one or many of 
the following themes from the Phase 1 SciArt Exchange Design Your Habitat Campaign run April-May 2020: 

1. Getting Started - Isolated and Confined Conditions of Space -and- Power of STEM + Art 
2. Space Architecture -and- Taking Ideas to Realities 
3. Space and Perspective 
4. Space, Science Fiction and Superheroes 
5. Earth-based Isolated and Confined Environments -and- Functional Space Communities 
6. Space Exercise and Nutrition to Maintain Physical Performance 
7. Making and Doing Science in Space (and on Earth!) 
8. Not just Surviving but Thriving in Space -and- Smart Fashions! 

 
Phase 1 Design Your Habitat material is located here: https://www.sciartex.net/activities---dyh.html  and  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcWwSSXPD3kKUAS6GxCRcow.  
 
Educators and interested entrepreneurs should review the available materials before creating a new activity for 
Phase 2. Contributors might want to take some activities already suggested in Phase 1 and develop them 
further. In addition, many subthemes are implied under each theme (see additional page description of some 
related subthemes online.) Also, the coordinators may have a few additional activity ideas already for certain 
themes, if a contributor would like to discuss them. 
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As with Phase 1, activities are meant to be fun, engaging, hands-on, and STEAM-based. Organizational co-
branding is encouraged. Students and any other activity participant such as parents and teachers will be 
encouraged to send any of the images, writings, videos, music, etc. associated with doing the Phase 2 activities 
to the SciArt Exchange #XpandYourHorizon Challenges submission system page: 
https://contest.sciartexchange.org/XpandYourHorizon-2020-001-design-your-habitat/entry_form/  SciArt 
Exchange will share submissions that they like on their social media and gallery pages as an incentive for 
students to create original and quality products. 
 
Reminder: The Phase 2 activities will be freely available online. So, activity designers should anticipate that some 
students may use the activities independently or with only the help of a parent.  Please design your materials 
accordingly. 
 
Requirements for receiving PD credit for Participation (US Teachers Only and OPTIONAL) 
Activities contributed for PD credit will go through an additional level of approval by Space Center Houston 
Educational Staff. Please note that Space Center Houston has a $25 fee for participants in the optional PD credit 
process.  In addition, qualified final activities must satisfy these additional requirements for PD credit. 
 
Content - Lessons should be related to space science. This can be a direct relation or application of space 
science. Preferred lessons will incorporate other subject areas.    
 
Interactive – Although the lessons will be delivered remotely, the lessons should include interactive components 
and a hands-on activity for the participants. The supplies for the activities should be those easily accessible in 
the home setting. 
 
Standards – When possible and appropriate, please include Next Generation Science Standards which may be 
associated with the lesson.  
 
Levels – The lessons are for a broad age of participants. Please include suggestions for scaling the lesson up or 
down to meet the needs of the audience. 
 
References and Resources – Include references to original materials when appropriate. Include links to 
resources for further investigation. 
 
Innovation – Creative and innovative lessons are preferred. Please do not submit lessons already widely 
available (for example, lessons in NASA educator guides).   
 
Contact information  
General #DesignYourHabitat Information 
Dr. Jancy McPhee – jancy.c.mcphee@sciartex.org 
Dr. Nicole Pardo – nepardomd@gmail.com 
 
Professional Development Credit Information 
Phyllis Friello - pfriello@spacecenter.org  
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